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the increased amount, because of negligence in indorsing same when there were spaces thereon which
rendered the forgery easy, though the note was complete in form. No liability on the part of the indorser for the
amount of such a note as raised can be predicated simply upon the fact that such spaces existed thereon. That
was a case in which it was sought to hold the indorser liable, but Judge Willard Bartlett, delivering the opinion,
refers with approval to a number of the leading cases in which it was sought to hold the maker liable and in
which the proposition was rejected, and in closing the opinion makes comment on the general question of
liability as follows: On what theory is the indorser negligent because he places his name on paper without first
seeing to it that these spaces are so occupied by cross lines or otherwise as to render forgery less feasible? It
can only be on the theory that he is bound to assume that those to whom he delivers the paper or into whose
hands it may come, will be likely to commit a crime if it is comparatively easy to do-so. I deny that there is any
such presumption in the law. It would be a stigma and a reflection upon the character of the mercantile
community, and constitute an intolerable reproach of which they might...
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