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Using applicable guidance and our sample review of available documentation for 122 projects, we determined
that fiscal year 2006 CERP funds were used for intended and authorized purposes. The MSC commanders have
the authority to approve projects less than 500, 000 without MNC-I approval, as long as the projects meet the
standards outlined in CERP directives and guidance. Projects over 500, 000 must be approved by the MNC-I
Commanding General. There are several documents that provide guidance on approved uses for CERP funds,
14 including an Office of the Under Secretary of Defense ( Comptroller ) memorandum, MNC-Is Commanders
Emergency Response Program ( CERP ) Family of Funds Standard Operating Procedures, MNC-I Operations
Order, and MNC-I fragmentary orders. The memorandum states that the purpose of CERP is to enable
commanders to respond to urgent humanitarian relief and reconstruction requirements within their area of
responsibility by carrying out programs that will immediately assist the indigenous population. The MNC-I
standard operating procedures expands on the memorandum, stating that the MNC-I commanders intent is to
achieve focused effects. Commands are to prioritize those CERP projects that focus on providing urgent
humanitarian relief while providing significant employment opportunities for the Iraqi people. The guidance
also reemphasizes the projects that CERP may support, such as water and sanitation, electricity, education, rule
of law and governance, and condolence payments; and identifies restrictions on the use of CERP funds ( see
Appendix D ). The MNC-I Operations Order provides overall guidance in selecting CERP projects while taking
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