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Number: (OCoLC)47670618 Subject: Atmospheric ozone -- United States. Excerpt: . . . esignated ozone non-
attainment zone. Reformulated gasoline is the most important issue for people in southeastern Wisconsin at
this time, from my opinion and just from the constituent response that we have been receiving, and it has been
an issue like this for a good month and a half. Small business owners and families in southeastern Wisconsin
want to know why they pay more for gasoline than any other region in the country, and at the height of this
crisis was the fact that Wisconsin consumers were paying an average of 40 cents a gallon more for the price of
gasoline than the national average. |, along with Congressman Jim Sensenbrenner, released a report from the
CRS--which is the non-partisan research branch of Congress--which has been widely cited throughout the last
month and a half. Nowhere in this report is collusion and price gouging listed as an underlying cause for high
prices. That indeed is the goal of the ongoing Federal Trade Commission investigation. But likewise, | have an
internal report dated June 5, 2000 from the Department of Energy, a document written from a policy director
to Deputy Secretary Glauthier. This memorandum summarized, as did the CRS report, that rapidly increasing
gas prices in the Milwaukee area are a supply problem--high consumer demand with low inventories. And the
Department of Energy memo goes on to be more specific: The Milwaukee and Chicago supply situation are
further affected by: (a) an RFG formulation specific to the area that is more difficult to produce; (b) higher
regional demand; (c) high regional refinery utilization rates; (d) limited alternative supply sources; (e) limited
transportation links; and (f)...
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