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THE OCEANIC METAPHOR: MEANING EQUIVALENCE (M.E.),
PROBABILITY THEORY, AND THE VIRTUAL SIMULATION HYPOTHESIS
OF CONSCIOUSNESS (PAPERBACK)

Mount San Antonio College/Philosophy Group, United States, 2014. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 229 x 152
mm. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Perhaps the study of consciousness has
an inherent limitation, similar in import to Heisenberg s uncertainty principle in quantum mechanics or Godel s
incompleteness theorem in mathematics. Perhaps we are like seasoned travelers on a Mobius strip in quest of
the other side of the band who aEer long and arduous circular travels come to realize that no matter what
route we take we will always only be touching the same surface. If this is so, then a specialized version of Niels
Bohr s complementarity may be an instructive insight for us as we venture forth: In any given situation, the use
of certain classical concepts excludes the simultaneous meaningful application of other classical concepts. In
the study of consciousness it appears we may have to confront an epistemological complementarity where any
objective study (via third person analysis) of qualia must by necessity lose in translation a fundamental feature
of the very phenomenon under inspection. Conversely, any purely subjective endeavor to explore consciousness
must by its very act forego any attempt to maximally objectify what is experienced, lest the experience itself be
lost in attempting to exteriorize that which is de facto interior. To mistake a wave (and what it brings forth)
with the totality of the ocean is like confusing a state of awareness (and its implications) with the ultimate
reality of all that exists. A broken down melody is, to quote one distinguished musician, no longer a melody.
Similarly a broken down consciousness is no longer itself and therein lies the present conundrum in
consciousness studies. My own hunch is that the most fruitful avenue for the scientific study of awareness is...
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